
Housemaster’s report
Andrew Leale

As I complete my third year 
in Park, I am delighted to 
report that the house is on 
fine form. With nine 1st 
XV rugby colours, five 1st 
XI hockey colours, four 
1st XI football colours, six 
1st XI cricket colours, two 
members of the National 
Youth Theatre, three 
members of the Senior Play 
cast, the Head of School Music, seven members of 
the school Symphony Orchestra and three members 
of the outstanding four man Bank of England Target 
2.0 Challenge Team, we have a talented and ambitious 
bunch of boys indeed!

Eight new single study bedrooms were constructed 
over the winter so that, after spending their first year 
in four main dormitories, all boys now get their own 
rooms from then on. In the summer the ground floor 
changing and recreation area will be transformed into 
a new complex with a much needed larger common-
room, a music room, a library and a fitness suite.   

In truth the boys are somewhat unimpressed by such 
cosmetics, as it is the atmosphere, rather than the 
structure, of Park which continues to make it stand 
out from the crowd. I am struck and pleased by the 
regularity with which parents I show round observe 
the happiness and friendliness of the boys. There is  
  no doubt that the tight camaraderie of Park House  
    continues to be a striking feature. Some old boys 
      may be surprised to hear that the homeliness 
        of the place is also noticeable.                    

I am also pleased by the number of parents who
admire the dents in the wall at the wicket end 
of the third year corridor – and the Bursar seems 
to be getting on board, as the new corridor has 
been lined with extra strong MDF!

Of course, there is also the fact that the Park                   
House boys have wonderful enthusiasm for any 
event requiring team work. The ‘sporting heritage’ 

of the house is well established and we are 
currently the proud holders of an embarrassingly 
large number of trophies, including all six of the 
major team sport cups: Rugby, Hockey, Football, 
Cricket, Athletics and Cross Country! As a 
sportsman myself I have hugely enjoyed watching 
the boys’ success on the games field. Balance is 
very important in a nurturing environment and 
the sporting victories have been well  
complemented by success in Music, Art, Debating 
and Drama. Indeed, perhaps the two happiest 
evenings in the house this year were the night that 
the House Music Competition was won, after two 
successive years as runners-up, and the evening of 
the quite outstanding annual House Soirée.

Old boys will be pleased to hear that the Park 
House yard continues to be an area where sporting 
skills are perfected and camaraderie cemented; the 
dining room remains a place of house togetherness 
and the novi dormitories are full of excited and 
lively new boys looking forward to stepping into 
the shoes of the successful sixth formers. 

Boys now get a room to themselves

6th Formers with the six major sports team cups, 
from left to right: The Cras - Will Whiter; Hockey 
- Jamie Flint; Cricket - Adam Maltz; Athletics - 
Will Soutar; Football - Hugo Hill; Rugby - James 
Munton.
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Cricketing family
Chris Cowdrey (PH 1971-75)

I left Tonbridge in 1975 with sadness, fearing I would lose some 
of the many friendships I had made at Park House. Thirty odd 
years later I am still in regular contact with some of my year 
group and I have two boys in Park House. 

My school days under the tutelage of David Kemp and John 
Gibbs held me in good stead as I set out on a life of sport. I was 
fortunate enough to travel to every cricketing nation in the 
world (except Bangladesh) with five years of playing cricket in 

Australia and South 
Africa. Perhaps my 
proudest moment was 
my England debut in 
Bombay in 1984 in a 
team which included 
fellow Tonbridgian 
Richard Ellison; albeit 
from an inferior house, 
Ferox Hall, where my 
father had been!

My experience at Park 
House gave me the 

confidence and belief to get on with people from all walks of 
life. I was never a great academic, but Tonbridge allowed me the 
opportunity to develop my people skills and my sport. 

I have had the privilege of captaining Kent and England, spoken 
at more than 1000 events and now conduct 50 charity auctions 
a year. Recently I have started to write children’s books. 
Without the Park House grounding I suspect I might not have 
achieved any of these experiences.

I look back at my days at Park with great fondness, particularly 
the camaraderie within the house and on the playing fields. 
Good luck Park House – I hope we are still winning those 
House Matches!

Profiles of some Park House Old Boys

From West End to Far East
Christopher Stuart-Clark (PH 1954-59)

My years in Park 
House coincided with 
the last years of Gerry 
Hoole as Housemaster, 
who had also taught 
my father. I had the 
honour of becoming 
Head of School, was 
in the 1st XV and 
Captain of Athletics. 
On the recommenda-
tion of Harry Gripper, 
who was the Tonbridge 
Chaplain at the time, I went on to Pembroke College at 
Cambridge to read Classics and English. In 1963 I had the 
interesting experience of being part of the Footlights Revue on 
tour and in the West End with such (now) well-known names 
as John Cleese, Tim Brooke-Taylor and Bill Oddie. 

My career path took a very different direction though, as I 
returned to education to become a teacher, first at Cheam, 
then at the Dragon School, Oxford, eventually becoming the 
Founding Principal of the Chinese International School in 
Hong Kong.  After five years I returned to the UK to teach 
at Eton where I was tutor to Princes William and Harry and, 
for six years, in charge of admissions. Since then I have been 
Master of the Skinners’ Company, am currently a Governor 
of Tonbridge and also work as an educational consultant, at 
present helping to establish a school in Shanghai. 

As a sideline to my teaching career, I have co-edited a number 
of anthologies of children’s poetry, including the Dragon 
Book of Verse and the Oxford Book of Christmas Poems. My 
enjoyment of life at Tonbridge certainly showed me I would 
enjoy school life as a teacher – and I have.

Memories of Gilbert Hoole
Sir John H G Leahy KCMG (PH 1941-46)    

Sir John has had a high profile diplomatic career including being 
High Commissioner in Australia and Chairman of Lonrho

I am very proud of my family’s long association with Park 
House: three brothers before me, a son and two grandsons after. 

I first passed through the hallowed portals in September 1944, 
when the house reopened after being ‘mothballed’ during the 
earlier part of the war, and I transferred from School House to 
be Head of House. Gilbert Hoole was Housemaster and both 
he and his wife, Sheila, whom he had only recently married, set 
about running a boarding house for the first time. So it might 
be said that we were all novices, if not novi, and from the earliest 
days we began to feel an almost tangible sense of excitement 
and esprit de corps. I recall that we won the Mitchell Cup in 
that first year, which was quite an achievement at that time.

More generally, I like to think that we did the groundwork well. 
For, since then the house has gone from strength to strength 
under a series of very good housemasters and has demonstrated 

Chris Cowdrey speaking at the OT 
Lords’ dinner

Sir John Leahy (right) with son James (far left) and grandsons 
Kit (second left) and Edward

its mettle in every field of endeavour. 

On a more personal note, I feel I have enjoyed a rare  
opportunity to experience Tonbridge from bottom to top, as a 
novi, Head of House, Head of School, parent, grandparent and 
finally chairman for five years of the governing body of the 
Skinners’ Company. I owe the old place a great deal.



Richard Southgate, 
left, (Head of House 
Music 2007) and 
Hugo Hill (Head of 
House Music 2006) 
with the House 
Music Trophy

It’s not all sport!

Funding a place at Park
A group of Park House Old Boys, led by James Leahy (1974-79) has been  
discussing the possibility of creating a bursary to support promising boys with 
places at Park House. The scheme is part of the means-tested Foundation Awards 
programme and is aimed at boys who could not otherwise enjoy a Tonbridge 
education.

Judde House already has a Foundationer and Hillside OTs are currently raising 
funds with the aim of awarding their first place in 
2008. James Leahy said: ‘It’s time we developed our 
own scheme. I like the idea of Park House OTs 
getting together to help a succession of promising 
boys to benefit from what we have been so lucky 
to enjoy. We will be letting everyone know the full 
plan - timescale and targets - later this summer’.

In addition to James Leahy, the team behind the 
initiative comprises Tim Denham (1960-65), John 
Gibbs (PH Housemaster 1984-98), Sir John Leahy 
(1941-46), Andrew Leale (current Housemaster), 
Christopher Reid (1962-67), John Shuffrey (1968-
73) and Christopher Stuart-Clark (1954-59). John 
Gibbs said: ‘We hear so much about the importance 
of “community” these days and, to my mind, Park 
House is a great example of what the word should 
really mean’.

The Park House team look all-in after 
winning the Cras. The smiles and  
celebrations came later, when they’d had 
time to recover! Park House won the 
Senior Cras by a huge 98 points and had 
seven runners in the top 50. The Junior 
team came second and it was a great 
overall performance from the house. 

Housemaster, Andrew Leale, with the art wall that the boys 
painted last year in the grounds at the back of Park House

The two pictures below are from the Park House production of 
Twelve Angry Men by Reginald Rose. Top picture shows, from 
left to right: Oli Pearce, Bobby Butcher, Jamie Elliott, Oli Durell 
and Will Edwards

John Gibbs, OT and past 
Housemaster

Cras victory

Below, in the same play: Oli Durell being restrained by, among 
others, Richard Southgate, who can be seen just behind him



The senior house match rugby team (above) with their trophy

The Park House Novi on their first weekend - they don’t look 
too unhappy!
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Supporters in the stand cheer the Park House team to success at 
the house match hockey final on the Foundation Astro

Successes on the sports fields

What I won’t miss!
In my five years at Tonbridge I have always been proud and 
happy to be in Park House. There are some things that I won’t 
miss when I leave: the 7.20 am bell; 90 minutes of prep and 
Thursday morning singing practice. But there are far more 
things that I will miss: the yard; house matches; evening call 
with the whole house; corridor cricket and squeezing into 
the TV room for big England matches.  At least with younger 
brothers in the house I’ll have an excuse to come and visit.

        Adam Maltz, Upper Sixth

House music
I came to Tonbridge as a music scholar and was a bit nervous 
about the Park House sporty reputation when I arrived. As I 
have moved through the house I have realised that the modern 
Park House is a place where everyone can contribute and is 
valued for whatever they do. The support for the House Music 
Competition was as strong as for the House Match Rugby 
final. It’s great to be part of a house that has won both.

             Richard Southgate, Lower Sixth

Team spirit
The best thing about Park is the spirit. Whether it is the spirit 
of fun with friends in the evening or the spirit of the team in 
house matches, there is something special which we have and 
which no other house comes close to. That’s why we do so  
well, even in the competitions where we look no good on 
paper. My favourite house moments this year have been the 
Junior House Match Rugby final and playing in the House 
Music Competition. To see the whole house supporting you  
and celebrating the victories together is a great feeling.
    Bertie James, 2nd Year

Help from a personal organiser
Although I went to a fairly big prep school, the step up to 
Tonbridge was quite daunting. I just had so much trouble 
organising myself and getting to the right place at the right 
time with the right things. You get lots of help though. One of 
the Upper Sixth has become my personal organiser and spends 
ten minutes with me each night helping me to get sorted for 
the next day. I think it’s beginning to work; I got a commen-
dation last week for a good report and with my cricket going 
well too, I am having a great term!

    Julius Cowdrey, Novi

Park House today
Views from some of today’s Park House boys


