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Profiles of some Park House Old Boys

From West End to Far East

Chris Cowdrey (PH 1971-75)

| left Tonbridge in 1975 with sadness, fearing | would lose so
of the many friendships | had made at Park House. Thirty od(
years later | am still in regular contact with some of my year
group and | have two boys in Park House.

My school days under the tutelage of David Kemp and John

Gibbs held me in good stead as | set out on a life of sport. |

fortunate enough to travel to every cricketing nation in the

world (except Bangladesh) with five years of playing cricket i
Australia and South
Africa. Perhaps my
proudest moment was
my England debut in
Bombay in 1984 in a
team which included
fellow Tonbridgian
Richard Ellison; albeit
from an inferior house,
Ferox Hall, where my
father had been!

My experience at Park

House gave me the
confidence and belief to get on with people from all walks of
life. | was never a great academic, but Tonbridge allowed me
opportunity to develop my people skills and my sport.

I have had the privilege of captaining Kent and England, spo
at more than 1000 events and now conduct 50 charity auctio
a year. Recently | have started to write children’s books.
Without the Park House grounding | suspect | might not have
achieved any of these experiences.

I look back at my days at Park with great fondness, particula
the camaraderie within the house and on the playing fields.
Good luck Park House — | hope we are still winning those
House Matches!

Sir John H G Leahy KCMG (PH 1941-46)

| am very proud of my family’s long association with Park
House: three brothers before me, a son and two grandsons after.

| first passed through the hallowed portals in September 1944,

when the house reopened after being ‘mothballed’ during the

earlier part of the war, and | transferred from School House to

be Head of House. Gilbert Hoole was Housemaster and both

he and his wife, Sheila, whom he had only recently married, set

about running a boarding house for the first time. So it might

be said that we were all novices, if not novi, and from the earliest

days we began to feel an almost tangible sense of excitemerits mettle in every field of endeavour.

and e_sprit de corps. | recall _that We won the Mitchell CL_‘p in On a more personal note, | feel | have enjoyed a rare

that first year, which was quite an achievement at that time. opportunity to experience Tonbridge from bottom to top, as a
More generally, | like to think that we did the groundwork wellnovi, Head of House, Head of School, parent, grandparent and
For, since then the house has gone from strength to strengthfinally chairman for five years of the governing body of the
under a series of very good housemasters and has demonst&kiuners’ Company. | owe the old place a great deal.



Funding a place at Park

A group of Park House Old Boys, led by James Leahy (1974-79) has been
discussing the possibility of creating a bursary to support promising boys with
places at Park House.The scheme is part of the means-tested Foundation A
programme and is aimed at boys who could not otherwise enjoy a Tonbridge
education.

Judde House already has a Foundationer and Hillside OTs are currently raisi
funds with the aim of awarding their first place in

2008. James Leahy said:‘It's time we developed our

own scheme. | like the idea of Park House OTs

getting together to help a succession of promising

boys to benefit from what we have been so lucky

to enjoy.We will be letting everyone know the full

plan - timescale and targets - later this summer’.

In addition to James Leahy, the team behind the
initiative comprises Tim Denham (1960-65), John
Gibbs (PH Housemaster 1984-98), Sir John Leahy
(1941-46), Andrew Leale (current Housemaster),
Christopher Reid (1962-67), John Shuffrey (1968-
73) and Christopher Stuart-Clark (1954-59). John

Gibbs said:‘We hear so much about the importance
of “community” these days and, to my mind, Park
House is a great example of what the word shou1]
really mean’.

hn Gibbs, OT and past
ousemaster

Richard Southgate,
left, (Head of Housd
Music 2007) and
Hugo Hill (Head of
House Music 2006)
with the House
Music Trophy




Park House today

Views from some of today’s Park House boys

Help from a personal organiser
Although | went to a fairly big prep school, the step up to
Tonbridge was quite daunting. | just had so much trouble
organising myself and getting to the right place at the rig
time with the right things.You get lots of help though. One
the Upper Sixth has become my personal organiser and ¢
ten minutes with me each night helping me to get sorted
the next day. | think it's beginning to work; | got a comme
dation last week for a good report and with my cricket goi
well too, | am having a great term!

Julius Cowdrey, Novi

Team spirit
The best thing about Park is the spirit. Whether it is the sf
of fun with friends in the evening or the spirit of the team
house matches, there is something special which we have
which no other house comes close to. That's why we do s
well, even in the competitions where we look no good on
paper. My favourite house moments this year have been 1
Junior House Match Rugby final and playing in the House
Music Competition.To see the whole house supporting yo
and celebrating the victories together is a great feeling.
Bertie James, 2nd Year

House music
| came to Tonbridge as a music scholar and was a bit ner
about the Park House sporty reputation when | arrived. A
have moved through the house | have realised that the m{
Park House is a place where everyone can contribute ang
valued for whatever they do. The support for the House M
Competition was as strong as for the House Match Rugb!
final. It's great to be part of a house that has won both.
Richard Southgate, Lower Sixth

What | won't miss!

In my five years at Tonbridge | have always been proud a
happy to be in Park House.There are some things that |
miss when | leave: the 7.20 am bell; 90 minutes of prep al
Thursday morning singing practice. But there are far mord
things that | will miss: the yard; house matches; evening c
with the whole house; corridor cricket and squeezing into
the TV room for big England matches. At least with yound
brothers in the house I'll have an excuse to come and vis

Adam Maltz, Upper Sixth




